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Message from President Tanya Dube
Greetings AK Food Service Professionals,
It's a busy time of year as we get ready for our students to return to
school and several of you have already welcomed children back. Please
take the time to consider membership in AKSNA.
Wishing you a great school year!
Warmest regards,

Tanya Dube, AKSNA President
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Secretary:
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Member Services:
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“Fall” into Webinar Wednesdays this September
It’s back to school time again and SNA has the webinars you need!




Wed, September 6th at 2pm EST – Host a Legislator Site Visit
Wed, September 20th at 2pm EST – Best of #ANC17Modifications to Accommodate Disabilities.
Wed, September 27th at 2pm EST – Seafood: It’s Time to Catch
On!

All webinars are held at 2pm Eastern Time (10 am Alaska Time). Visit
SNA Webinars for more information. Missed a recent webinar?
Check out the Webinars On-Demand library and catch up on the
hottest topics in school nutrition; available to SNA members 24/7.

New Food Allergy Resource Center for SNA Members

AKSNA Executive Board
(Continued)
State Farm to School
Representative:
Jodie Anderson
jodie.anderson@alaska.gov
Marketing Chair:
September Horton
septemberh@mehs.us
Member at Large:
Geno Ceccarelli
geno.ceccarelli@nsbsd.org

SNA’s Food Allergy Resource Center for School Nutrition Professionals RCCI Representative:
Vacant
has launched! Find all the food allergy resources that you need in
one place. From the Big 8 allergens that cause approximately 90%
of food allergy reactions, to the Top 10 FAQs, this new resource
center will help you find the information that you need to manage
Dates to Remember
food allergies in your child nutrition programs. You can also submit
questions to the allergy expert and your questions will be answered
by food allergy experts and posted quarterly! Visit
www.schoolnutrition.org/FoodAllergy.

Back to School Season is a Great Time to Promote Your
Program
With back to school just around the corner, now is a great time to
think about promoting your school nutrition program. SNA has an
enormous amount of free online tools and resources available, to
help you spread the message about the healthy, delicious (and a
great value) meals your program provides. Between downloadable
customized flyers, outreach guides, talking points, brochures,
banners, videos and more, it’s easier than ever to acquire positive
coverage for your school nutrition operation. For a complete list of
all tools and resources, visit www.https://schoolnutrition.org/pr.

Upcoming Webinar Wednesdays
September 6,2017- Host a
Legislator Site Visit
September 20, 2017Modifications to Accommodate
Disabilities
September 27, 2017- Seafood:
It’s Time to Catch On!
October 4, 2017- Flexibilities in
the School Meal Program

Additionally, as part of your outreach, don’t forget about student
engagement. SNA has created resource materials to assist you with
this important component of your promotional efforts. Use these tips
and activity ideas to empower students, improve communication
and increase awareness of and participation in school meals. Visit
www.schoolnutrition.org/engage to learn more.
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AKSNA President Membership Invitation
Please share the attached letter from AKSNA President, Tanya Dube with all new school nutrition
professionals at your school or district and invite them to join Alaska’s School Nutrition Association.
You can use the attached Alaska SNA State Membership Application or download the Alaska
Application at https://schoolnutrition.org/Membership/StateMembershipApps/
If you have any questions regarding any membership questions please contact AKSNA Membership
Chair, Adrienne Schwartz at adrianne.schwartz@juneauschools.org

October is National Farm to School Month
by Jodie Anderson
Next month is National Farm to School Month and during October, Alaska Farm to School will be
celebrating Alaska’s agriculture industry among students and educators throughout the state. Many
students will be participating by taking taste tests of Alaska Grown products, conducting nutrition
education activities in the classroom, visiting farms, harvesting from their school gardens and much
more.
Alaska Farm to School has designated each week in October with a particular Alaska agriculture
focus. The Farm to School Month weekly focuses are as follows:
Week of October 1st - Tubers and Roots of Alaska
A focus on potatoes, carrots, roots and tubers we eat in Alaska. On Wednesday, we will
recognize indigenous tubers and roots we eat: Eskimo Potatoes.
Week of October 8th- Meats we eat in Alaska
A focus on pork, beef, poultry and other game wildlife we consume. On Wednesday,
we will recognize indigenous meats we eat: Caribou.
Week of October 15th - Leaves of Alaska
A focus on the leaves we eat includes cabbage and mixed greens. On Wednesday, we will
recognize indigenous leaves we eat: Fiddlehead Ferns.
Week of October 22nd - Fish of Alaska
A focus on all of the varieties of fish and shellfish we cosume and use in Alaska.
On Wednesday, we will recognize the indigenous fish weat eat: Salmon.
Week of October 29th - Fruits of Alaska
A focus on all of the fruits and berry varieties we consume in Alaska. On Wednesday, we
will recognize the indigenous fruits we eat: Salmonberries.
Page 3 of 6

National Farm to School Month was designated by Congress in 2010 to demonstrate the growing
importance of farm to school programs as a means to improve child nutrition, support local
economies and educate children about the origins of food. For activity ideas and information,
please contact Alaska Farm to School Coordinator Jodie Anderson at jodie.anderson@alaska.gov or
call 907-761-3854
Please see the attached October 2017 F2S Month Calendar

SNA Annual National Conference 2017

The School Nutrition Association's Annual National Conference was held in Atlanta, Georgia July 912, 2017. SNA offered informative and inspiring sessions and countless exhibits.
The Alaska delegation back row left to right; Andrew Mergens, Gail Hubble, Amy Rouse, Jo
Dawson, and Geno Ceccarelli. Front row left to right; Michelle Powers, Tanya Dube, Laura Phillips,
and Beth Seitz.
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State Agency Updates
by Jo Dawson
Hi all and welcome back to school, we’ve missed you!! Just to update you on a few things:
 Procurement: Many districts have been approached by vendors about utilizing the state
contract at the district level. This is allowed so long as the vendor meets the state contracted
price plus shipping, and only for the items on the state bid. All other products must be
competitively procured unless you meet the micro-purchase threshold (less than $3,500). See
http://doa.alaska.gov/dgs/cam/index.html#9 for more information.


Staffing: Cyde Coil was promoted from an assistant in the Child and Adult Care Food Program
to a program specialist in the National School Lunch Program, filling the position vacated by
Ellen Hackenmueller last winter. Cyde will work with RCCIs, the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable
Program, Wellness Policies, and HUSSC.



Speaking of Wellness Policies, don’t forget that the final rule went into place July 1, 2017. While
most districts met the interim rules, the final rule includes requirements addressing marketing,
assessment of compliance to the wellness policy, and how it compares to model policies. For
more information see: https://fnsprod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/tn/LWPsummary_finalrule.pdf



Also new this summer was the requirement for all districts to have policies addressing unpaid
meals. Please see our web page at
https://education.alaska.gov/TLS/CNP/mealchargepolicy.html if you have any questions on
this requirement.



June 30 was the deadline to apply, or reapply, to participate in the Community Eligibility
Provision (CEP). Our numbers are climbing quite high. 66% of all Alaska school districts are
participating at one or more sites, with a total of 51% of all sites on CEP. That’s a lot of hungry
children accessing healthy meals!



This year we also received a reallocation grant that is helping to reimburse districts for the costs
of USDA Foods from school year 2016-2017. Please expect a partial reimbursement to be
issued this fall.

Thanks for everything you do to feed Alaska’s children; we appreciate your hard work!
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Sign up today and get one step closer to living a healthy lifestyle!
The STEPS Challenge is 100% free for SNA members. It's a health and wellness program, created just
for school nutrition professionals. Sign to up today to access healthy recipes, simple fitness ideas,
challenges, prize drawings, and much more at https://schoolnutrition.org/Resources/STEPS/SignUp/
Once you signed up to move toward living a healthier lifestyle, why not challenge yourself? Consider
participating in the STEPS monthly challenges! In addition to helping you make healthier choices,
participating also means that you’ll be entered for a chance to win special health and wellnessthemed prizes.
Every challenge will have a specific theme (eating more fruits, managing stress, getting active, etc.).
Participating is easy:





Download the monthly tracking sheet and print it out.
All month long, record your habits on the tracking sheet and give yourself points for every time
you make a healthy choice.
At the end of the month, add up your points. If you fall in the 50+ points range, you’re eligible
to receive prizes from SNA at the end of the challenges!
Upload your points to the STEPS website.
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October 2017 – Farm to School Month!!
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