LAC – WHAT AN EXPERIENCE!!!

It began on March 4, 2007.  What you ask?  The School Nutrition Association’s annual Legislative Action Conference.  

Dean Hamburg and I began with a Northwest regional meeting to discuss what we should expect during the conference and on Capitol Hill.  The rest of the day was spent meeting people and learning about the legislative process.  Think of high school civics class and you have some idea – what a bill is, the process of a bill to a law, etc.  A nice refresher when you think about it.  A great speaker, Charlie Cook and a brief overview of the SNA legislative paper finished the day.

On Monday, we heard from several legislative aides and USDA about the Farm Bill.  This provides an opportunity to obtain the funding for the elimination of the reduced price pilot.  The rest of the day was spent reviewing the SNA legislative paper and “planning” for our day on the Hill (as those in D.C. call it).  

On Tuesday, Dean and I finally got through security and found our way from the House Rayburn office building to the Senate Hart office building.  We attended a Senate hearing where SNA’s president Janey Thorton and Des Moines, IA director Teresa Nece spoke before the Senate Committee about consistent nutrition standards, elimination of the reduced price meal pilot, .10 commodity allocation for each breakfast served, and the fruit and vegetable program.  We had to leave early so we could meet with Senator Ted Stevens’ aide Liz Connell.  After that we hurried back to the Rayburn building to meet with Congressman Don Young’s aide Pamela Day.  Congressman Young joined us and his wife took us to lunch!!!  What a great experience.  Dean and I finished our day by meeting with Senator Murkowski and two of her aides, Danielle Gorash Holland, and Isaac Edwards.  
Everyone was interested in our message and the issues – consistent nutrition standards, elimination of the reduced price pilot, .10 commodity allocation for each breakfast served, and the fruit and vegetable program.  As always, money is tight and so no one made a commitment one way or the other.  Some of our industry partners attended meetings with us and we would like to thank them for their support – Bonnie Conger (Schwan’s Foodservice), Troy Schmidt (ConAgra), Tim Franson (encore Sales), and Ryan Richardson (Trident Seafoods).  We also need to thank Lincoln Pierce (SNA Northwest Region PP&L) for his support.  
What a great experience.  I cannot wait until next year!!

